ADL Gazetteer Content Standard

Proposal for forms of ‘non-current’ in gazetteers: revised 2/21/03

(see http://www.alexandria.ucsb.edu/gazetteer/ContentStandard/version2-2/schema2-2.html - element_ADL_gazetteer_entry_Link029C3030 for graphic view of current Gazetteer Content Standard)

1. Modify the timePeriod set of elements as follows:

a. Add a status sub-element as a replacement for the ‘isHistorical’ attribute.

b. Declare the following set of values for the status element: current, former, proposed

2. Add timePeriod as a descriptive element for the feature/place itself to indicate the current/former/proposed status of the feature in addition to the individual descriptive elements for the feature.

3. Changes to the FTT:

a. Keep the Feature Type Thesaurus term ‘historical sites’ but change the syntax to ‘historical sites (cultural)’ so that it is clear that it is to be used for cultural, not natural, features.

b. Further modification of the FTT will be proposed separately, along the lines of reorganizing the FTT into two facets: ‘human-created features’ & ‘natural features’ so that the term ‘historical sites (cultural)’ will be a subtype of ‘human-created features’

Purpose

· We do not have a way now to represent whether the feature itself currently exists. We can indicate the date range and historical status for names and footprints and relationships, and other descriptive elements only.

· We need to be able to indicate that a current feature is of current historical significance

Example applications

· A historical park

· Feature-level status is current
· Name: Gettysburg National Historical Park (current name)

· FTT terms: parks & historical sites (cultural)

· A human-created feature that no longer exists

· Feature-level status is former
· Name: Friendship Baptist Church (current name)

· FTT term: religious facility

· A natural feature that no longer exists

· Feature-level status is former
· Name: Allens Bar (current name)

· FTT: bars (physiographic)

· A lake

· Feature-level status is current
· Names

· Lake Tahoe (current name)

· Lake Bigler (former name)

· FTT: lakes

· A historic park with an associated town that no longer exists: two gazetteer entries)

· Town that no longer exists

· Feature-level status is former

· Name: Bodie (current name)

· FTT: populated places

· Associated historical park

· Feature-level status is current
· Name: Bodie Historic Park (current name)

· FTT: parks & historical sites (cultural)

· Dry hydrographic features (e.g., a dry stream bed, a dry lake) 

· Feature-level status is current 
· Attributes for such a place can be current or former

· Note: This is a hard feature type to handle. The designation of ‘dry’, in this case, is a status indicator of the feature type rather than of the feature itself, since the ‘dry’ feature currently exists. A way of handling this is to assign the appropriate feature type from the FTT (e.g., streams, lakes) and also to assign a feature type from another scheme, for example ‘dry’. At the moment, this addition feature type scheme doesn’t exist, that I know of, but it can be created.

· Intermittent hydrographic features

· Feature-level status is current
· Attributes for such a place can be current or former

· Note: An intermittent stream or other feature will be considered to be ‘current’ within this context. The fact that it is ‘intermittent’ can be indicated by the additional feature type scheme noted above.

protocol effect

· add feature-status query operator 

query formation effect

· to eliminate non-current features from a query, a specific ‘feature-level status=current’ could be added to the query

